
International students as volunteers and internationalization of 
the university: cooperation and successful socialization

Olga Smolenchuk, PhD 
May 21-23, 2019



Outline

1. TSU:  Internationalization
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successful socialization (cases)





Unique location

Tomsk - the only college town of Russia 
(543 596 total population, appr. 164 000 affiliated 
with universities) 
6 state (federally supported) universities 
1 private institution
+ 
4 branches of Russian educational institutions of 
higher education



Rankings

277rd position 

in QS World

26th position 

in QS BRICS 

134th position in QS 

Ranks by Indicator: 

International Students

146th position in the top 
most internationalized 
universities in the world, 2nd 
position in Russia  



Tomsk state university today

Project 5-100: International 
Competitiveness 
Enhancement

Tomsk State University is a 
member of the Project 
5-100 from 2013

Following results of the 
roadmap  2020 defense 
(October 2017), TSU is in  
Group One of 5-100



20 Faculties and Institutes, 145 Departments

2 719 international students

4019 staff members

15 951 students

150 subject areas

9 programs in English language

University today



Key partners 

Nanyang Technological University

Maastricht University

Ecole Polytechnique 

Sapienza University of Rome

Durham University 

University of Sussex

Leiden University 

Indian Institute of Technology Madras

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay

ParisTech

Gadjah Mada University 

Macquarie University

Politecnico di Milano

Wageningen University



Business partnerships



TSU is the first Russian university to sign MOU 
with UN - Habitat



Anna Behr, an associate professor of Faculty of Physical Education, 
an Honored Master of Sports, became the champion and record 
holder of X World relay games 4*100 meters, for the first time in 
her career. In July, 2017 Anna set the continental record and won 3 
gold medals at the 26th European Finswimming Championship in 
Wroclaw, becoming a nine times champion of Europe. 

The strongest and the fastest sportsman 



14 university students are winners and runners-up of all-Russian competitions and are a part of the Russian national teams in 
track-and-field athletics, weight-lifting, powerlifting, gymnastics, and acrobatic rock and roll



International Student Services

Bilingual environment

World-class student housing

Government and university scholarships for international 
students

Orientation Week for Newcomers



2. Different TSU Divisions: International students

● International Division
● Preparatory Faculty (Pre-courses Department)
● TSU Online (Students’ volunteering 

organization)



3. International Students as Volunteers: 
successful socialization (1)

Lefriana  

Christophorus 

Gloria 

(Indonesia)

Migel Villaescusa 

(Spain)

Kinsey Norton

USA



3. International Students as Volunteers: 
successful socialization (2)

TSU Soccer Team

Hilesha 

Humphreys 

(Antigua and 

Barbuda)

Cameroon, 
Nigeria, Syria, 
Algeria, Taiwan 
and Zimbabwe



3. International Students as Volunteers: 
successful socialization (3): Impact & Outcomes

● International Students -> Cultural Ambassadors
● Intercultural Exchanges and Development of 

Language Competencies (Russian & English)
● Life-long learning experience



Thank you!
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